Chapter 4 __ 

Ideophones and interjections 



4.1. IDEOPHONES 

Evenki has a much smaller number of ideophones than such cognate 
languages as Nanai and Manchu, both of which have several hundred 
such words. The reason for this difference in numbers is not known. The 
list of Evenki ideophones includes the following: 



ang-ang sounds produced by 

geese 
dikldyklhik beating of one's heart 
go-go barking of a dog 
h 'e-h 'e-h 'elha-ha-ha sound of 

laughter 
be-e-ba sounds produced while 

nursing a baby 
hro-hro sounds produced by 

reindeer 
keng-kenglking'kingikingislkingesi 

kengus sound of clinking 
kapus sound of a breaking object, 

e.g. a twig 
k'ep sound of cracking of branches 

during frosty weather 
kur sound produced by a fire when 

it suddenly breaks out 
laspas 'slap/plump' (sound of an 

object which fell down flat) 
ku-ku sound of a cuckoo 
n'anir-kyk sound of a raven 
pah/peh/pes sound of a gun-shot 
peg sound of falling down 



pung-pung sound of a stroke on 

shaman's tambourine 
ototok-ototok/oholdok-oholdok sounds 

of ducks 
peng sound of a vargan, a national 

musical instrument 
tuk-tuk (1) sound of a woodpecker, 

(2) sounds of strokes during 

forging 
r-r-r growling of a dog 
u-u-u howling of a wolf 
chipche-chipche/ chip-chip chirping of 

birds 
tap-tap I typ-typ sounds of slapping 

palms 
tajtu-tajtu sounds of steps of a man 

walking far 
chanes-chenes sounds produced by a 

bear 
chop sound of an object falling into 

water 
chongish-topush sound and image of 

a man chewing food 
chuhtr sound of a flash 
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4.2. INTERJECTIONS 

The following are the most frequently used interjections: 
Ke! 'Well!' (with the imperative 



meaning 'go on saying') 
Ma! 'Here it is!'/ 'Take it!', 
Che! 'Go away!', 
Mod-mod! (said to the reindeer 

while riding with the meaning 

'Keep on running!'), 
Ej/Erej/Ek! 'Ah' /'Oh' 
O-o 'Really!' 
E-e 'Yes' 
Hoj T am here' 
Huvar'e: 'There 

here!' 
Enul T feel pain!' 
Ke-ty! 'It's a pity!' 
Kapus! 'Bang!' 



is a draught 



Nasar'e:! 'Leave me alone!' 

Chivir'e: 'Hush' 

Kachus! 'Hush!'/ 'Be silent' 

Km /'Hi' 

Hej/Hoj 'Oh' 

Ebej 'Oh' (meaning T am 

frightened') 
Hos'e 'Leave it!' 
Eseg! TT1 punish you now!' 
Cha-cha 'Stop!' (to a reindeer) 
Sitl/Chet! 'Get away!' (to a dog) 
Kir'e: 'What a bad thing!'/ 'Ugh!' 
Kandar'e: T am sick and tired!' 
Ngokk'e:! 'It smells bad!' 
Inginik'e: T am cold' 
Mul'el: 'It's a pity!'. 
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